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! From  the 
I Council's  Chair 

Karen  Kryczka,  MLA  and 
Chair,  Seniors  Advisory  Council  for  Alberta 

Seniors'  Week  2004  ~ June  6th  - 12th 
Seniors  in  Alberta ... 

Building  and  Contributing 

The  Seniors  Advisory  Council  for  Alberta  is  hard  at 
work  preparing  for  Seniors’  Week  2004, 

June  6th-12th,  2004.  The  Council  is  finalizing  the 
visuals  and  images  for  the  promotional  campaign 
centering  on  the  theme,  u Seniors  in  Alberta  ... 
Building  and  Contributing”.  We  hope  you  like  this 
name,  that  it  inspires  you  in  planning  your  special 
event. 


WINTER 


The  2003  edition  of  Seniors’  Week  featured  237 
events  in  45  communities!  Highlights  of  Seniors’ 
Week  2003  tribute  to  seniors  included  the  Annual 
Minister’s  Seniors  Service  Awards  Luncheon  and  a 
doubling  of  the  number  of  entries  in  the  Council’s 
Most  Creative  Event  Contest , which  rewards 
organizations  that  find  new,  creative  and  exciting 
ways  to  celebrate  Seniors’  Week. 

For  more  information  on  Seniors’  Week,  visit  the 
Alberta  Seniors  website  at: 

j www.seniors.gov.ab.ca/services_resources/advisory 

j jcouncil/index.asp 

| w 

| Most  Creative  Event 
! Award  Recipient  of 

| mm 

The  Seniors  Advisory  Council  for  Alberta’s  Most 
Creative  Event  Contest  was  once  again  a very 
successful  event  during  Seniors’  Week  2003.  The 
Council  received  numerous  entries  from  all  over  the 
province,  which  made  it  difficult  to  choose  one  entry 
as  the  Award  Recipient.  The  Committee  decided  to 
once  again  award  Honourable  Mentions  to  the  best 
entries  from  each  of  the  Council’s  regions,  in 
addition  to  the  best  entry  in  Alberta. 
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Talent  and  Creativity  Go  a Long  Way 

It  began  as  a showcase  of  talented  Calgary-area 
seniors.  At  its  conclusion,  the  ‘Entertainers  at 
Olympic  Plaza’  was  an  excellent  celebration  and 
showcase  of  true  diversity  of  talent. 

Each  day  during  Seniors’  Week  2003,  the  City  of 
Calgary’s  Seniors  Services  Division  focused  on 
presenting  Calgarians  with  a wide  variety  of 
entertainment,  featuring  local  seniors.  The 
‘Entertainers’  events  presented  acting, 
improvisation,  singing  and  dancing  over  five  noon- 
hours.  Close  to  2,000  people  took  in  the  weeklong 
run  at  the  downtown  Olympic  Plaza  venue  as  eight 
groups  and  a total  of  104  performers  took  part. 
Because  of  the  event’s  scope  and  success  during 
Seniors’  Week,  the  ‘Entertainers’  event  was 
recognized  as  the  Most  Creative  Event  during 
Seniors’  Week  2003. 


Honourable  Mention  Recipients  were: 

• Coronation  Health  Centre,  Central  East  Region 

• Didsbury  Seniors  Support  Services, 

Central  Region 

• North  Peace  Housing  Foundation, 

North  West  Region 

• Lac  La  Biche  Heritage  Society,  North  East  Region 

• Crestview  Rhythm  Band  on  the  Road, 

South  Region 

Seniors’  Week  2004  promotional  posters.  Planning 
Events  Guides  and  Most  Creative  Event  Contest 
information  will  be  distributed  to  over  3000 
facilities,  seniors’  organizations  and  municipalities 
early  this  spring. 


Most  Creative  Event  Contest  Submissions  for  2004 
must  be  received  at  the  Council  office  by  July  9th, 
2004.  For  more  information  on  Seniors’  Week  2004, 
along  with  entry  forms  for  the  Most  Creative  Events 
Contest,  visit  the  Alberta  Seniors  website  at: 
www.seniors.gov.ab.ca/services_resources/advisory_ 
council/index,  asp 

w 

Hews  from  Hie  Council 

In  September,  the  Seniors  Advisory  Council  for 
Alberta  travelled  to  Medicine  Hat  to  hold  its 
Quarterly  Full  Council  Meeting  and  a Public 
Consultation  with  seniors  service  providers  and 
organizations  in  the  Medicine  Hat  region.  The 
Council  also  toured  facilities  and  Seniors  Centres  in 
Medicine  Hat.  The  Council  has  recently  completed  a 
Consultation  Report  which  can  be  viewed  and/or 
downloaded  by  visiting  the  website  at: 
www.seniors.gov.ab.ca/services_resources/advisory_ 
council/index,  asp 

The  Seniors  Advisory  Council  for  Alberta  also  met 
in  Edmonton  in  December  2003  for  their  4th 
Quarterly  Full  Council  Meeting.  The  Council  began 
work  on  recommendations  for  the  Annual  Report  for 
submission  to  the  Minister  of  Seniors,  the 
Honourable  Stan  Woloshyn. 


Retiring  Council 
Members 

This  past  year  several  Council  members  have  retired 
due  to  terms  maturing  or  for  health  reasons.  At  this 
time  the  Seniors  Advisory  Council  would  like  to 
thank  each  of  them  for  their  hard  work  and  valuable 
contributions  they  have  made  for  seniors  in  Alberta, 
through  their  work  with  the  Council  over  the  years: 

• Carol  Blyth,  Calgary  and  Area 

• Margaret  Heath,  North  West  Region 

• Harry  Long,  Edmonton  and  Area 
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• Peter  Portlock,  Edmonton  and  Area 

• Noordean  Tejpar,  Calgary  and  Area 

• Harry  Zuurbier,  Calgary  and  Area 

The  Council  would  like  to  introduce  you  to  two  new 
Council  members,  who  bring  their  knowledge, 
expertise  and  enthusiasium  to  the  Seniors  Advisory 
Council  for  Alberta. 


New  Council  Member 
Profiles 

Diane  Caleffi,  Calgary  and  Area 

Diane  Caleffi  began  her  career  in  Calgary  with  the 
Calgary  Police  Service  as  an  Executive  Secretary, 
i where  she  worked  in  the  Field  Operations  and 
Tactical  Support  Sections  and  with  Olympic  Security 
for  the  1988  Olympic  Winter  Games. 

| 

Throughout  the  1990’s,  Diane  worked  for  TransAlta 
Corporation,  first  as  Senior  Confidential  Secretary  in 
the  Customer  Service  Department,  then  as  Executive 
' Assistant  to  Senior  Vice-Presidents  of  Legal  / South 
; America,  Public  Affairs  / Communications  and 
Human  Resources.  After  working  in  the  oil  and  gas 
I industry  for  two  years,  Diane  was  employed  as  the 
Executive  Assistant  to  the  President  & CEO  of  one 
of  Calgary’s  major  home  builders. 

Diane  now  runs  her  own  business,  “EA  for  a Day”, 
and  specializes  in  providing  a high  level  of 
“executive/personal  assistant  care”  based  on  her 
! related  experience  as  an  Executive  Assistant  and  her 
extensive  work  in  the  field  of  secretarial  services. 

She  has  also  served  as  a member  of  Executive 
Women  International  and  has  dedicated  community 
time  to  her  community  as  Safety  Officer  for  the 
Calgary  West  Little  League,  providing  CPR  training, 
and  volunteer  work  with  the  Calgary  Women’s 
Emergency  Shelter. 

Diane  is  currently  a member  of  the  Board  of 
: Directors  of  the  Calgary  Health  Region.  Her  goal  on 
Council  is  to  listen  and  learn,  and  to  be  an  effective 


voice  for  seniors,  as  well  as  to  work  collaboratively 
with  government  to  get  the  views  of  seniors  heard. 

Leonard  Olson,  North  West  Region 

Leonard  is  from  Northern  Alberta  and  attended  high 
school  in  Westlock  and  currently  lives  in  High 
Prairie.  He  attended  NAIT  and  Grant  MacEwan 
College,  studying  Business  Administration.  He 
worked  in  many  different  fields,  from  laborer,  office 
work,  log  scaler,  truck  driver,  the  provincial 
government  and  Northern  Lakes  College. 

Leonard  retired  in  1 999  from  Northern  Lakes 
College  in  Grouard  and  began  delivering  Priority 
Post  for  Canada  Post.  He  has  served  4 terms  on 
Town  Council  in  High  Prairie,  is  very  active  in  his 
community  and  enjoys  golfing  in  the  summer. 
Leonard  is  hoping  to  meet  with  as  many  seniors 
groups  in  his  area,  and  an  important  objective  for 
him  is  that  Council  continue  to  work  with 
government  in  finding  innovative  ideas  to  help 
seniors  remain  in  their  homes  as  long  as  possible. 


j Minister  Woloshyn 
| Presents  Seniors 
| Service  Jkwurds 

The  Minister’s  Seniors  Service  Awards  recognize 
dedicated  volunteerism  and  outstanding  service  on 
behalf  of  Alberta’s  seniors  population.  For  six  years, 
Alberta  has  paid  tribute  to  the  outstanding 
contributions  of  individual  Albertans  and  Alberta 
organizations. 

In  communities  throughout  the  province  there  are 
men,  women,  children  and  organizations  who  daily 
make  a difference  for  seniors.  The  Ministry  of 
Seniors  honours  three  individuals  and  two 
organizations  each  year  during  the  annual  Seniors’ 
Week  celebration. 

During  Seniors’  Week  2003,  the  Honourable  Stan 
Woloshyn,  Minister  of  Seniors,  paid  tribute  to  three 
Albertans  and  two  Alberta-based  organizations  for 
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their  dedicated  service  and  commitment  to 
enhancing  the  quality  of  life  of  Alberta’s  seniors. 

Last  year’s  award  recipients  represented  a diversity 
of  interests  and  activities,  with  the  one  constant 
being  true  caring  and  compassion  for  Alberta’s 
seniors.  Congratulations  to  these  individuals  and 
organizations  for  their  outstanding  service  towards 
seniors ! 

The  2003  recipients  of  the  Minister’s  Seniors 
Service  Awards  were  John  Coombes  of  Coalhurst, 
Helen  Toews  of  Linden,  Maureen  Wills  of 
Cochrane,  Drumheller  Composite  High  School  and 
the  St.  Albert  Senior  Citizens’  Club. 


2003  Recipients,  Minister's  Seniors  Service  Awards 

Back:  row  (left  to  right):  Richard  Marz,  MLA, 
Olds-Didsbury-Three  Hills;  Karen  Kryczka,  Chair, 
Seniors  Advisory  Council  for  Alberta,  MLA,  Calgary 
West;  Lynda  Holden,  St.  Albert  Senior  Citizens7 
Club;  Honourable  Stan  Woloshyn,  Minister  of 
Seniors;  Mary  O'Neill,  MLA,  St.  Albert 
Front  row  (left  to  right):  Helen  Toews,  Linden; 
Maureen  Wills,  Cochrane;  Fay  Garrett,  St.  Albert 
Senior  Citizens'  Club;  John  Coombes,  Coalhurst; 
Curtis  LaPierre,  Drumheller  Composite  High  School; 
Don  Ewing,  Drumheller  Composite  High  School 


Minister's  Seniors 
Service  Awards  2004 

Deadline  for  this  year’s  nominations  is  February 
27.  If  you  have  questions,  phone  the  Alberta 
Seniors  Information  Line  at: 


Toll-free:  1-800-642-3835  3 3286  52939441  9 

Edmonton  and  Area:  (780)  427-7876 
Web  site:  www.seniors.gov.ab.ca 


and  Conferences 


Capital  Health  Authority 

Caring  for  Frail  Elderly:  Striking  a Balance 

Date:  March  12th  - 13th,  2004 

Place:  Edmonton,  Alberta 

For  more  information  try  their  website  at: 

www.  capitalhealth.  ca/frailelderly 

University  of  Alberta 

Qualitative  Health  Reseach  Conference 

Date:  April  30th  - May  4th,  2004 

Place:  Banff  Conference  Centre 

For  more  information  try  their  website  at: 

www.ualberta.ca 

12th  Gerontology  Institute  Presents ... 

J Aging  Families:  A Personal  & 
Professional  Matter ' 

Date:  May  10th  - 14th,  2004 

Place:  Mount  Royal  College,  Calgary 

For  more  information  call  (403)  440-6867  or  email: 

gero  @ mtroyal.  ab.  ca 

Canadian  Association  on  Gerontology ... 
' A Long  Look  at  Later  Life: 

Diverse  Perspectives' 

Date:  October  21st  - 23rd,  2004 
Place:  Empress  Hotel  and  Conference  Centre, 
Victoria,  British  Columbia 
For  more  information  try  their  website  at: 

www.cagacg.ca 
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